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NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2021
Welcome to the January edition of the
CMA Gloucester newsletter
Words from the Chair!

Dear friends: so we enter another year. I cannot remember a time before when so many have been
glad to see the back of one year and welcome the new one! We probably all feel like that to some
extent. (On the next page we have included a few of our reflections on some positives to come out of
2020.) So before we rush headlong into 2021 it may be good to recalibrate by reading some of the
promises of God.
Psalm 62 came up in my Bible reading notes a few days ago and has been the focus of my thoughts
and prayers since. Please try to find a little time to read it (only 12 verses!). It is a statement of intent: ‘I
shall never be defeated’ and the psalmist tells us why. Does he do this from a place of ease? Is he
dwelling in a situation of security and surrounded by friends? NO!! He describes the threat he lives with
on all sides; the curses, violence and those who place their trust in things of this world. I think that we
wouldn’t be human if there wasn’t a note of anxiety in our minds from the accelerating rates of Covid,
threats of redundancy and many people not coping mentally, financially and physically, as well as the
affect on us personally, and those we love.
In this psalm, the word ‘truly’ is used three times. This is the time to declare the truth of God and His
Word, to our souls and spirits; to declare that He is our rock, salvation, fortress and honour; that He is
our refuge (translated ‘safe place’ in one Bible version). These are not merely words; these are
statements of our intent in 2021. We pray for God’s help to take all of this into our hearts and minds,
and our lives, in the year ahead. Be blessed, dear CMA family.
With our love and many blessings to you and your family this New Year.
Alan & Liz
Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch

Some reflections on positives to be
thankful for from 2020:
(These are our personal thoughts; you may have other
things to be thankful for; or you may be struggling with
this idea. We want all of us to be blessed and
encouraged in our faith and our experience of our loving
and gracious God.)

These two verses are amongst the most challenging in the New Testament. Countless books have been written
on them. But these two verses also represent powerful elements in relationship with God.
* the scientific response and the

* the expression of thanks, support

mechanisms now understood to create
new vaccines to address some of the
world’s most pressing diseases.

and appreciation for those serving the
nation , including hitherto ‘unsung’
heroes.

* celebrating the joy of births and

* the church worldwide going online

marriages, despite lockdown! Eg: Birth
of baby daughter of Matt & Emily ,
worship leaders at CMA rally.

due to not being able to meet together.
Many more have joined in worship
than would usually go to church.

* Christians discovering afresh the

* for the belief that God is ‘on the

power of the Bible and the Holy Spirit
to sustain us when we were unable to
meet together face-to-face for worship.

move’ to create something ‘big’ out of
the difficult and painful year, both in
His church and in the ‘world’.

* for the technology which has allowed

* why not write here what you thank God for

to us see and speak to family and
friends, remotely, and to join in with
prayer and church services safely.

Here’s what’s happening
in January

Since our last newsletter we have gone into Tier 4 in Gloucestershire and Worcestershire.
Whilst there may not have been many bikes events scheduled for this season, we have missed
our usual Christmas and New Year’s get-togethers. These include seeing our fellow CMA
members at the Christmas meal and the CMA Carol Service in Bristol, and the VMCC and
Cotswold Bike Nites meets arranged for Boxing Day and New Year’s Day, not forgetting Santas
on a Bike. By the way, the Carol Service should still be accessible via YouTube channel for St
Peter’s and St Andrew’s, Lawrence Weston, Bristol.
Do please pray for those motorcyclists and the charitable organisations who have missed out
and who have been lonely. We look forward to being able to resume some biking activity later in
the year; hopefully!!
Under Tier 4 there is no chance for any biking meetings, either inside or outside. Of course, you
can still ride your own bike, but caution is needed if you meet up with fellow bikers at your
destination.
We would like to have a CMA Gloucester Zoom meeting to exchange New Year’s greetings and
any news. Our Christmas ‘social’ via Zoom was good fun and we thank God to still be able to
meet in this way.
We have arranged the following Zoom meeting:
Date:7th January
Day: Thursday
Time: 7.30 to 8.10pm
ID: 780 4270 5092
Passcode: k7Ds9b
In addition to exchanging news etc, we would like to discuss the future format and content of our
Zoom branch meetings. We would like to meet once a month for prayer via Zoom. Do you have
a preference for when that should take place?
Come with ideas and positive thinking! This, sadly, will be the only way we can do things for the
next few months, so let’s make them as useful and constructive as we can.

Hebrews ch10 v24—25

What to pray:
Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator

PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME. EMAIL ON:

gloscmapray@gmail.com

What I want to share with you started with a dream. I was back in Surrey in the town where I was bought up. I was
with a group reminiscing over those times and the changes that had taken place.
The following morning there was no service online from our church, so I influenced by the dream we decided to
watch the service from the church I grew up attending.
The following is quoted from the sermon given by Jim Davis:

“Christmas Come and Gone”

Is it all over? An end or a beginning? In fact, it is the Christmas dawn of saving grace. The beginning of Emmanuel
“God with us.” This is the turning point. God with us will be a reality, not with tinsel and turkey but the God who can
be known. Christmas promises are going forward promises that will last for ever. No “turning into a pumpkin” or
going past the “expiry date” and there is no “sell by date.”
Let us turn to Joel and his prophecy, he did not foretell the future but claimed to bring a message from God during a
pandemic which was already happening - a swarm of locusts. This was an ongoing problem in real life. In countries
where farmers are so reliant on growing their own food, they are ruined when this happens.
“Surely the joy of mankind is withered away” Joel 1 v 13
Does this sound familiar? Holidays, shopping, leisure pursuits, the joy of Christmas, family and friends, beautiful
places, nature, and laughter. We take them all for granted. Count your blessings and give thanks to the creator.
What does this say about God? However clever we may be, there is a sense of being out of control. Do we believe
God sent the virus to punish us? No! God is in this, in control and holds the future. I believe that it is to humble us
and show us that man is not always in control.
He is a God of relationships and is with us in all our trials, although fear and anxiety may still haunt us. There is a
love deeper than our fears, he is for us and he loves you and me. He has come to save us and help us to face all
that a broken world can throw at us. When you face your trials, he is in them with us.
Paul in Romans says, “In all things God will bring good things out of hard times to those who love him” Romans 8 v
28. (paraphrased)
“Nothing can separate us from the love of God” Romans 8 v 38
Will we find peace in the love that stretches to eternity and even the virus cannot take away? YES!

Jim’s sermon can be found at Merland Rise Church Online Sunday 27 th December 2020.
On Facebook or church website.

Items for Praise:
Brian says:
Praise God Mum no longer in pain gone home to her Lord and saviour on 3rd December.
Praise God for the preparations for the funeral on Wednesday 30th December went smoothly.
Praise God friends and family all around the world were able to join in on I.T. Even though they could not personally
attend.
Praise God my Uncle's move to a nursing home has gone well and he is getting more attention.
Colin says:
Praise God for his healing power.
Praise God for the ability to help others and share the fullness of God with them.
Praise God for medical and ancillary staff in our hospitals.
Alan and Liz say:
Praise God that Alan received confirmation that he was NOT going to be made redundant and that the letter arrived
before Christmas.
Simon says:
The processes of our house move were suddenly advanced during Christmas week.

Items for Prayer:
From Brian:
Please pray that we will be able to hold a suitable thanksgiving service for Mum next year (at time of writing) to
which many may be able to come.
Please pray Uncle will be comfortable and contented in his final time. Pray that we may be able to go in and take
communion with him, the timing of this will be critical as they will only let us in when he is dying
From Colin and Hazel:
Pray for our Government that they may be honest and truthful in all their dealings as they lead our country forward
after Brexit and during the pandemic.
Pray for our press and media that they too might be honest and truthful in their presentation of the news both
nationally and globally.
Even though our biking activities have been curtailed we pray that we may still have the opportunity to share God’s
saving power for bikers. Whether online or face to face when the opportunity arises.
Pray for endurance to get through the Covid-19 crisis and help us to be a light in these dark times.
From Alan and Liz:
Pray for Alan as he goes back to work after two weeks off for Christmas and New Year; for energy and for protection
from Covid.
Some of Alan’s colleagues still don’t know if they are to be made redundant. Please pray that this ongoing process
will be carried out without delay and with fairness and sensitivity.
Please pray for our niece, Bron, who teaches at a Secondary school in Hampshire. She shielded in the previous
lockdowns.
Also pray for Liz’s very dear friend, Sarah, who leads a pre-school facility. She is extremely anxious about returning
to work this week. It is impossible to effectively socially-distance and to wear a mask when working with very young
children. Pray that the Government listen to calls to vaccinate those involved at the ’chalk-face’ in education, who
are currently expected to work, in the main, as normal.
Sarah (as above) has a mum in her 90’s who has been admitted to hospital (Tier 4 area) after a fall. Pray that she is
protected from Covid—she hasn’t received the vaccine yet.
From Cilla (Peter’s daughter):
Please continue to pray for Peter’s health, as he has experienced ongoing heart issues.

Thank you for praying. On the next page are prayers for the coming year.

We asked CMA members what they
were praying for in anticipation of the
year ahead. Here are some ideas and
topics:
Hazel was hoping to cut down, this year, on the hours and number of cleaning jobs she does. She has been on
furlough for some time and this has confirmed to her that the extra time this affords her is really useful for taking on
some of the paperwork for their business. Her hours and furlough status are still a bit uncertain. She needs the
Lord to clarify this during this year. She would also like to pass on some of her work to a friend in Wotton who
needs some employment.
Colin asks for prayer going forward into the year as he and Hazel reopen an electrical and lighting shop in Wotton
after a few years break. He is finding it difficult to focus on this at the moment as they are actively involved in
supporting a vulnerable family locally, as well as their son, Pete, and his family. Do pray for ongoing good health
and strength for Colin and Hazel and all that they are taking on in 2021.

Brian and his family held the funeral, last week, of his Mother. She was firm in her faith and her relationship with
God, and so the funeral, although affected by the Covid regulations, was a testament to this. He would like us to
join him in prayer for an ongoing legacy of faith and salvation from his Mother’s life and witness. And also for the
aftermath of the death; sorting out all her belongings ( she lived with Brian and Sue) and for closer relationships with
family, as they process all that has happened.
Alan and Liz ask that God will continue to bless their daughter Beth, in her new job and also as she continues to
process the sad passing of one of her kittens, the week before Christmas, which left her devastated. We pray that
God will continue to work in the circumstances of Beth’s life for His Will to be done.
Pray, as well, that various health issues for both Alan and Liz will be resolved this year. In particular, the
management of pain and discomfort in Liz’s left knee. She is on the waiting list for a knee replacement operation
with no real hope that it will be this year. Similarly, we want Godly timing on cataract operations in her eyes.
Do pray that Alan and Liz’s work now settles down. Liz lost virtually all her work in 2020 and is looking forward to
new work and exhibitions, eventually, in 2021.

We pray for all members of Gloucester branch, as well as our CMA brothers and sisters in Bristol, South Wales and
the wider South West region, that we keep our eyes fixed firmly on our Lord God this year and make ourselves
available to work for His Glory and the extension of His kingdom.
We pray for CMA UK and for each member, branch official and those in national leadership, especially Mike Fitton
our national Chairman. We pray for decisions relating to the national AGM in April and the National Rally in July and
all decisions about the running, organisation and ministry of CMA in the UK.
We pray for all those with serious and ongoing health issues in CMA UK; that the Lord will raise them up and pour
out His Comfort, Healing and Peace.

We pray for our nation and our government at a time of great national change and challenge. We pray that those in
positions of leadership, who are called upon to make decisions affecting all citizens, will be mindful of God’s laws,
standards and grace. We pray most urgently that the vaccine programme is carried out rapidly and efficiently; that
God and His Servants would come close to all who suffer at this time and bring help and comfort; and those who do
not know security of home, family and employment will receive all that is needful.

There will be many more issues which will enter our hearts and prayers as we traverse this year. Please do keep in
touch with Colin who will happily pray for you directly and will circulate your prayer requests locally and nationally,
as you desire.

Thank you for your continued support in praying for the CMA, Locally;
Nationally; and Globally.
God bless,
Colin, Prayer coordinator, Gloucester Branch

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK.

NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2021
SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE!

Whilst we advocate putting on the ‘Armour of God’ we feel that armour-plating your bike
(in this case, with wood) may be taking it a little too far!!
(seen recently on Facebook)

We would love to end our newsletter with
something funny!
Email us a bike or faith-related photo & we’ll include it.
PLEASE NOTE: IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,
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