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1 Introduction & CMA Objectives 
 
Please bear in mind that this document does not list the only activities that CMA branches and membership 
can be involved in.  Nor does it even attempt to provide a comprehensive list of the activities that CMA and 
membership could be involved in.  
 
Instead it seeks to share across the CMA UK’s branches and membership those ideas that one or more 
branches have found to be successful in achieving the objectives of the CMA, which are: 

1. To propagate the Christian Gospel; and  

2. To provide for motorcyclists and others teaching in the Christian Faith as revealed by the Bible.  

Some of the examples are quite specific whilst others are more general, and they do not necessarily fit 
neatly into one of the categories that follow.   

We will look to update this list each year to include additional ideas and examples from across CMA UK. In 
the meantime, those that follow will hopefully provide a source of encouragement and inspiration when 
planning your upcoming events and looking for new ways for you and your CMA branch / twig to be 
involved in your local motorcycling community.   

1.1 Examples of Branch Successes 

The first input has been the examples of successful actives that have been captured by the CMA’s National 
Chairman during his travels across the breadth of the UK to meet with CMA branches and membership. 
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1.2 2013 Branch Survey by Trustees 

The second input to this document was the feedback from a survey carried out by the CMA Trustees. 

Branch officials were asked to reply to a survey to identify the key activities they were planning in 2013 to 
meet the charitable objectives of the CMA.  They were also given the opportunity to make additional 
suggestions of new activities or initiatives which would meet one or all of the objectives.   

Replies were received from 14 branches: East Midlands, Forth & Tay (FAT), Hampshire & Dorset (HAND). 
Kent, London, Most of Essex (MESS), North Cheshire, North East, Northern Ireland, Scottish Borders, 
South Wales, Staffordshire Branch and Shropshire Twig, Sussex (Riders for Christ) and Towcester.  

The responses have been grouped into relevant sections below.  Where more than one response identified 
the same action they have been consolidated. 

2 Building relationships 

 Display your testimony on our bike wherever you park at local motorcyclist hangouts, shows and rallies.  
The ideal size is A4 laminated, but make sure the content is brief and to the point – do not labour on 
about how bad you were, but focus on the change Jesus has made.  Quote a verse that is relevant and 
include your photo (head and shoulders) in your bike gear so that the reader can identify who you are to 
ask questions. Avoid Christian jargon.  Including humour can be good. If you see someone reading your 
testimony, do not approach them until they have finished but pray, pray, pray.  If the testimony material 
becomes scruffy then reprint and start again. These can be a great way to start a conversation. 

 Identify some local events / bike meets / biker cafes which the branch can continue to regularly attend 
or support on an ongoing basis, so there is the opportunity to consistently have a presence there and 
build relationships with other regular attendees.  If it is known that the local branch will be present there 
then it also provides a way to follow up with other contacts made during the year – e.g. “We always 
have a stand at the “XYZ” show – if you’re going make sure you come by so we can catch up…”. 

o The one day show & event scene is very active in Essex, but there are no weekend rallies of 
any size.  There are also far more one day events than we can possibly support over the year.  
To bring some consistency and also ensure we have the people available to man our CMA 
stand effectively, we have targeted the same three local shows as key branch events for the 
second year (others we attend if we can).  Two of these are in support of the local Essex Air 
Ambulance and attract thousands of motorcyclists from across the county.   

o We agreed to attend 5 events to which we had been specifically invited; MAG @ Salisbury & 
Eastleigh, Awbridge Fete (has over 200 classic vehicles on site), Annual Motorcycle Mega Meet 
& Vintage Aircraft Fly-in at Popham and Carole Nash Eurojumble at Netley Marsh.  

 Organise a one day event at a home church of someone from the branch, with the aim of bringing 
motorcyclists into a Christian venue with lively Christian music, a bike show, ride-out and/or BBQ.  It 
also serves to get the church more involved with the CMA’s ministry.   

o South Wales make sure that in the 3 month period before the fund day and bike show they 
attend as many events and biker meeting places as possible to build contacts & relationships 
with local bikers, and then invite them to a CMA organized event.  They have done 3 of these 
shows in the past the last one we had 400 people attend during the day.  They have also 
arranged an evening event the same day with a Christian guest speaker and worship time in 
order that they have something they can immediately invite people to on the day if they want to 
know more about Christ. 

o Kent branch held an  indoor Holy Joes Cafe (with the assistance of Beacon Church) with free 
food and drink.  If repeated they are likely to introduce a talk or perhaps run a service. 

 Hospital visits to injured bikers.  If you hear that someone is in hospital following a bike accident, go and 
visit them.  Be a friend - offer any practical help you can, take a bike magazine and a Biker Bible, offer 
to pray for them.  Ensure you can, and do, follow up on any promises of help. 

 Prison visits to motorcyclists.  It is very important that these are carefully planned and that all the 
relevant safeguards are in place before carrying out prison visits, and so ensure you seek advice from 
the relevant people in CMA first and always go via the prison Chaplain.  Contact prison Chaplain and 
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offer to give testimonies during chapel services. Often prisoners will attend chapel to get out of their 
cell.  Colin Pownall (North Cheshire Branch) he has a great deal of experience. 

 Invite a motorcyclist friend to attend an interesting and relevant church event with you (e.g. breakfast or 
dinner event with an interesting speaker / someone sharing their testimony) – paying for them if there is 
a charge. 

3 Bike rallies 

 Run a Holy Joes Café at bike rallies.  

 Run a joint marque with another relevant organization.   

o At the BMF Rally in Kelso, Scottish Borders ran a joint display with MAF (Mission Aviation 
Fellowship).  This helped focus on the evangelistic aspects of being at the rally, as teaming up 
with MAF to widen the appeal for the public, with the practical Christianity expressed by MAF 
fitting in well with the salvation message from CMA. 

 Visit scooter rallies wearing CMA fleeces (rather than cut off leather waistcoats).  Tour the venue and 
engage exhibitors and visitors in conversation, taking Biker Bibles for distribution. This provides a way 
to seek out a different motorcyclist audience compared to the existing local CMA activities. 

4 Shows and events 

 Have a stand at an existing large bike show.   

o Staffordshire Branch and Shropshire Twig have a stand at the Carole Nash International Classic 
Bike Show at Staffs County Showground twice a year.  As these are the largest such shows in 
Europe, effort is put into creating an interesting stand. There are usually 6 bikes, the CMA 
National backdrop, display boards with information about CMA and Bikers Church and, of 
course, Tracts and Biker Bibles. Normally around 200 Biker Bibles are given away, all with a 
chat with the recipient.  It also provides an opportunity to support other stallholders, but 
providing hot drinks to some of the nearby stallholders who are working solo and to also look 
after their stands whilst they go to the toilet!   

 Have a stand at a community show.   

o These events seem to be very common in South Wales with thousands of people attending, and 
the local branch’s stand has provided them with invaluable community contacts and 
opportunities to share with members of the public.    

o Similarly NE Branch were asked to a display stand on the top of the West Cliff at Whitby 
Regatta, and as the only Christian group amongst bikes, cars, boats etc. the stand attracted a 
lot of interest from visitors from all over the country, some asking about CMA branches in their 
area which the branch were able to put them in contact with. 

 Assist at events – working alongside the event organisers to provide marshalling assistance, lending 
equipment, running a helmet park, or whatever else they may need help with. 

o Staffordshire Branch and Shropshire Twig manned a checkpoint for the BMF during their 24-
hour Road Rally.  They covered a 24-hour time period, providing drinks, information and 
endorsing the participants' time cards, and were able to have a small CMA display with Biker 
Bibles available. 

o Assisted local dealership with sidecar event providing marshalling and refreshments. 

o Serving refreshments to stewards at major events. 

 Kent Branch – consider arranging a similar event to the one which saw the Pope blessing Harley riders 
at their 110th anniversary event in Rome, by getting a local Bishop or Minister to do a blessing of 
motorcyclists.  
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5 Bike meets 

 Targeting group runs to known biker cafes. 

 Establish regular meetings at selected local bike meets / biker cafés to allow relationships to be built. 

o Kent Branch has attended the biker’s meet at Oakdene café for 7 years. 

o Hampshire & Dorset attend Coles Miller Dream Machines at Poole Quay on a Tuesday night 
through the summer over 1000 bikes attend each week. 

o Suffolk and MESS branch regularly attend the Great Bentley bike meet in Essex on a 
Wednesday night where up to 1000 bikes can attend over the summer.  Taking the portable 
feather banner allows us to be visible across the whole of the bike meet.   

 Very large bike meets are good for being seen by large numbers of people, whilst it can be easier to 
establish friendships through regular attendance at smaller bike meets. 

6 Involvement with other bike clubs / groups 

 Actively participate in local “same marque” motorcycle club activities.  

 Attend charity runs organized by other motorcycle groups or local clubs. 

 Attending MAG events and runs. 

 Join other local bike clubs, MAG, etc. make yourself know. 

 Take part in track days, advance motorcycling courses etc. 

 If you feel confident enough, join drag strip sprint days wearing crosses – just don’t blow up your bike 
engine as it just isn’t cool! 

 Be involved in local commemorative motorcycle runs. 

o In October and November each year, Staffordshire Branch and Shropshire Twig attend events 
at the National Memorial Arboretum. These are the Ride to the Wall, which is in aid of Help for 
Heroes, and the Armistice and Remembrance Day services. There is usually a lot of interest 
shown in our crosses by the services personnel present. We carry Biker Bibles to give out and 
leave a bike in the car park as a 'bookstall' with Bibles on it and a 'please take one' notice. 

o NE Branch were asked to take part in a Memorial Service for two young motorcyclists who were 
tragically killed in a motorcycle accident.  This request came as a result of the branch’s regular 
attendance at a local bike meet. 

 Note – Several branches commented on the growth in small capacity motorcycles and scooters, 
particularly amongst the young and in rural communities as people seek affordable mobility. 

7 CMA led bike runs 

 Have runs to which non-Christians are specifically invited. 

o East Mids Branch arranges breakfast runs and an egg run.   

o Hampshire & Dorset arrange run ride outs & breakfast across their area, encouraging Christian 
and non-Christian riders from novice to experienced on all types & capacity machines to attend.  
They speak openly about CMA, that we are an Association with a Mission and not a bike club, 
and have tracts and Biker Bibles available to share.  

8 Biker Bibles  

 Leave CMA leaflets / posters in local Christian Book shops / Biker Cafes / Bike Garages / Accessory 
shops / Motorcycle Training schools/ Youth clubs etc.  Make sure you explain who we are to the owners 
first, give them a Biker Bible of their own and offer to pray for them.  Refresh the stock of bibles at 
regular intervals. 
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 Leave Biker Bibles and CMA contact details with contacts at funeral directors to support biker families 
following a fatal accident or illness, to let families know we care because God cares.  Possible ways of 
providing support include offering prayerful support or marshalling a bike procession following the 
hearse.   

9 Giveaways  

 Prepare giveaways for use at rallies, bike cafes, one to one meetings on the road etc. – these are a 
small packet with a tract, ear plugs and disposable gloves for roadside maintenance. 

 Hampshire & Dorset are re-instating “gift bags” to give away at events and ride outs.  They will include 
CMA tracts, Biker Bible, pen, notepad, sweets or something similar. 

 Give out bike shaped biscuits to dealers or other contacts at rallies etc. to show we appreciate them.  
These can be particularly good at Christmas. Put them in cellophane bags from eBay with a card to say 
they are appreciated by CMA. The cookie cutters are available from CMA merchandise in either racing 
bike or Harley style – ironically the Harley cookies often have bits drop off when baked, which causes 
many a laugh at a rally! 

 Consider leaving old Chainlink Magazines in Doctors surgeries, bike cafes etc.  Check to make sure the 
owner is happy for you to leave them there. 

10 Biker Services 

 Twice a month we hold Bikers Café Church in the regular café we attend, along with a Remembrance 
Day service at the same café (Towcester). 

 Monthly fellowship and prayer meetings in a local biker friendly pub.  

 Where appropriate, work with other local motorcycle groups to hold a remembrance / memorial service 
for those motorcyclists who have died.  If you have a bike café or meeting place consider approaching 
the owners and offer to organise a 30 minute service of remembrance for all the bikers who have died 
in the past year, invite all clubs or individuals to provide you with names and write them in an official 
book of remembrance which you update each year.  
During the service read out the names and have a two minute silence. Do NOT sing hymns but DO 
have a short 10 minute address and read from the Biker Bible. Have a large number of bibles on display 
and offer to chat with anyone who would like to. Arrange for the site owner to serve coffee straight after 
the event. If you make this an annual event it will grow year on year, clubs / families really appreciate a 
chance to remember their loved ones. Consider asking a suitable club member to read the bible verses 
before the address but give them lots of notice. If you want to take a couple of quality photos for 
Facebook / branch website be very careful - ensure you avoid photos that would embarrass those who 
are grieving and do not show patches on the photo as not every club appreciates it.  

11 Branch meetings 

 We encourage present members and supporters to undertake the Spiritual Growth Course, DVD's & 
workbook. 

 We include bible studies within our meeting schedule - typically once a month. 

 We have run a training night to help us be more confident at outreach, and we also offer to our 
members and their families’ prayer support and support if needed in anyway (Northern Ireland).  

 We always include a time of prayer in our meetings.  This is of course one of the expectations for CMA 
meetings, and one of its benefits is that it strengthens the friendships within the branch. 

 We have weekly meetings throughout the year, and a regular pattern of meeting in 3 different venues 
across our county.  Whilst not everyone can attend every meeting, these regular meetings have been 
very important in building strong friendships within the branch and allowing those who can only attend 
occasionally to still get to several meetings a year. 
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 Since hearing at our Regional Meeting and the AGM about lack of communication, Hampshire & Dorset 
Branch have started a seasonal newsletter (2 to 3 times a year) to keep our members and supporters 
informed and encouraged. We have also issued a diary list of all events & ride outs so people know our 
programme in advance.    

 To encourage the ladies of the branch and those they meet at events, HAND Branch arrange a craft, 
tea & cake afternoon, to deepen friendships and their faith. 

 We have a monthly Open House fellowship, Bible teaching and prayer time for anyone to attend. 

 Forth & Tay Branch support new Christian bike contacts in other areas in Scotland as they start out, 
keeping in contact with them and providing them CMA PowerPoint presentations, testimonies and some 
CMA literature. 

12 Church Visits 

 Hold church visits / runs during the quieter autumn and winter months to raise awareness of the CMA. 

o Get involved in the service - which can take the form of anything from one of our members being 
interviewed by the minister to taking the whole service.  Display boards can provide ideas for 
prayer topics as well as providing information about the local CMA branch and its activities. 

 Speak at Mens’ breakfast clubs, Youth Clubs, Womens’ Groups. 

o Presentations to church groups to share the CMA’s mission with a view to gaining new 
members, prayer support, financial donations.  

o CMA Ladies leading a ladies group session to share the CMA’s mission. 

 CMA stand and presence at Churches Together events. 

 MESS Branch - We look to minimize the number of church visits which involve the branch as a whole 
as it can detract from our ability to attend motorcycle events.  However, we mix in occasional (and 
unannounced) attendance at services in other churches, going there just in ones or twos.  We have 
found this to be almost as effective at making churches aware of CMA as a “full” church run, and it also 
allows us to get a feel for how welcome motorcyclists are in each church.     

 Forth & Tay Branch plan to visit Christian youth camps to talk with the young people present, and do 
Church visits in the colder weather.   

 Note – In almost every case, the branch noted that involvement in church events was not / could not 
become a priority and the motorcycle community the main focus of the CMA. 

 


